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Grade 8, Unit 4 Pre-assessment 

 
 

excerpted and adapted from 
Cyrano de Bergerac 
by Edmond Rostand 

 
Setting:  Outside Roxane’s house at nighttime.  Enter CHRISTIAN and CYRANO, 

beneath Roxane’s balcony. 

CHRISTIAN:  You have to help me, Cyrano! 

CYRANO:  What can I do? 

CHRISTIAN:  I cannot live unless I can get Roxane to fall in love with me again!  Teach 

me how to be eloquent like you are! 

CYRANO:   Here?  Right now? 

The light goes on in Roxane’s window. 

CHRISTIAN:  (Loudly) There she is!  What am I going to do?  What am I supposed to 

say? 

CYRANO:   Ssshh!  Be quiet!  I think I have an idea.  I’ll hide beneath the balcony and 

whisper to you what you should say to Roxane. 

ROXANE:  (opening her window) Who’s down there? 

CHRISTIAN:  (clears his throat) It is I, Christian. 

ROXANE:   (disdainfully) Oh.  You again?  Go away!  I don’t want to speak to you. 

CHRISTIAN:  Please!  Listen to me! 

ROXANE:  I don’t want to speak to you.  You don’t love me any more! 

CHRISTIAN:  (saying the words that CYRANO whispers to him) You’re right.  I don’t just 

love you anymore, I love you evermore! 

ROXANE:  (about to close her window, but pauses) Hmm, I’ve never heard you talk like 

that before…. 

CHRISTIAN:  (as before, saying the words that CYRANO whispers to him) Love grows 

and struggles in me like . . . an angry child . . . that rocks my heart . . . like a cradle…. 

ROXANE:  (coming out on the balcony) I never knew you were such a poet!  But why 

are you speaking so slowly? 



CYRANO (pushes CHRISTIAN under the balcony, and stands in his place) Here—

you’re taking too long—she’ll find us out!  Let me do it! 

ROXANE:  Is someone down there with you?  Why haven’t you answered me? 

CYRANO:  (in a low voice, imitating CHRISTIAN) If I speak slowly, it is because I, in 

darkness, am awed by the light that shines from you. 

ROXANE:  Oh, Christian, I never knew you could be so romantic!  Let me come down to 

you! 

CYRANO:  (quickly, again imitating Christian) No! 

ROXANE:  (points out the bench under the balcony) Well, stand over on that bench so I 

can see you! 

CYRANO:  No! 

ROXANE:  What?  Why not? 

CYRANO:  Let me enjoy my one chance to speak to you . . . unseen!  Only let me ask 

one thing more…. 

CHRISTIAN:  (under the balcony) Yes!  A kiss! 

ROXANE:  (startled) A kiss? 

CYRANO:  (to CHRISTIAN) Be quiet!  You’ll ruin everything! 

ROXANE:  (leaning over) Are you talking to someone down there? 

CYRANO:  Myself!  I was, uh, angry with myself for being too forward! 

ROXANE:  (hearing a noise from within) Someone’s coming!  I have to go—come back 

to me soon, my dear Christian! 

She closes her window and turns off the light. 

CHRISTIAN:  (emerging from under the balcony) Cyrano—that was amazing!  You’ll win 

me that kiss yet! 

CYRANO:  (hiding his resentment) Well, you’re on your own from here. 

CHRISTIAN:  Sooner or later, Roxane will be mine again! 

CYRANO:  That is true. Sooner or later, it will be so, because you are young, and she is 

beautiful.  (to himself) It will be Christian, but how I wish it were me instead! 

 
 
 
 



Answer both questions 1 and 2 below.  
  

1. Which of the following is an important theme of the scene?  
  

A. Beauty is only skin deep. 

B. The human heart can be won by words. 

C. To thine own self be true. 

D. Two wrongs don’t make a right. 

 

  
2.  Which of the following best supports your answer?  

  
A. “I cannot live unless I can get Roxane to fall in love with me again! “ 
B. “I’ll hide beneath the balcony and whisper to you what you should say to 

Roxane.” 
C. “Oh, Christian, I never knew you could be so romantic!  Let me come down to 

you!” 
D. “Well, you’re on your own from here.” 

 
 
 
Answer questions 3 and 4 below. 
 

3.  Which of the following best describes Christian by the end of the scene?  
  

A. desperate  
B. carefree 
C. suspicious  
D. hopeful  

  
 
  

4.  Which statement that Christian makes best supports your answer? 
.  

  
A. “Yes!  A kiss!” 
B. “I was, uh, angry with myself for being too forward!” 
C. “Cyrano—that was amazing!”  
D. “Sooner or later, Roxane will be mine again!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Questions 
 

5. How do good readers support their analysis of text?  

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

6. Why is it important to determine the central idea and supporting details of a text? 

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. How can I write an effective narrative?  

 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Written Response 
 
Write a scene (either as a play or as a story) about what Christian decides to do next 
and what happens as a result of his decision. Consider these questions when  
writing your scene: Will Christian keep asking Cyrano for help? How will Roxane react? 
How does Cyrano feel about what occurs between Christian and Roxane?  
  
Your scene should include: 
 

• a well-structured story or play in which Cyrano decides what to do next and   

  what happens as a result of his decision  

• dialogue between Christian, Cyrano, and/or Roxane that is consistent with the  

  passage  

• detailed descriptions  

• a logical sequence of events and conclusion  

• correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide: Grade 8, Unit 4 pre-assessment 
 
1. B 
2. C 
3. D 
4. D 
 
 
 
 
Questions 5, 6, and 7 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the unit. 
Review responses to determine what students already know and understand. 
 
 
Written Response – Use the rubric below. 
 
Construct 
Measured 

Score Point 0 Score Point 1 Score Point 2 Score Point 3 Score Point 4 

Reading: 
comprehensi
on of key 
ideas and 
details 
 

No response; or the 
response is  

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

  not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate. 

 
 
 

The response 
provides a 
minimally accurate 
or inaccurate 
analysis of what 
the text says, and 
cited textual 
evidence shows 
limited or 
inaccurate 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes:  
Student’s story or 
play shows  
either how 
Christian made his  
decision,  or the 
result is  
illogical, or 
contains no  
elaboration.  
 
 

The response 
provides a mostly 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly or 
inferentially and 
cited textual 
evidence, shows a 
basic 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes:  Student’s 
story or play  
shows how 
Christian made his  
decision and the 
result but  
leaves out both 
Cyrano and 
Roxane,  or uses  
limited dialogue,  
description, and 
consistent  
voice. 

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites textual 
evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
extensive 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes:   Student’s 
story or play  
logically shows 
how Christian  
made his decision 
and the  
result but fails to 
include  
dialogue, 
description, or  
consistent voice 

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites convincing 
textual evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
full comprehension 
of complex ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes:  
Student’s story or 
play  
includes 
description,  
dialogue consistent 
with Christian’s, 
Cyrano’s and 
Roxane’s  voices, a 
logical  
sequence of 
events, and  
shows how 
Christian made his  
decision and the 
result of that  
decision. 



Writing: 
developmen
t of ideas 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
develops the claim, 
topic and/or 
narrative elements 
minimally by using 
limited reasoning, 
details, text-based 
evidence and/or 
description; the 
development is 
limited in its 
appropriateness to 
the task, purpose, 
and/or audience. 
 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides some 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by using 
some reasoning, 
details, text-based 
evidence, and/or 
description; the 
development is 
somewhat 
appropriate to the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides effective 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by using 
clear reasoning, 
details, text-based 
evidence, and/or 
description; the 
development is 
largely appropriate 
to the task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides effective 
and 
comprehensive 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by using 
clear and 
convincing 
reasoning, details, 
text-based 
evidence, and/or 
description; the 
development is 
consistently 
appropriate to the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. 

Writing: 
organization 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 
demonstrates 
limited or no 
coherence, clarity, 
and/or cohesion, 
making the writer’s 
progression of 
ideas somewhat or 
entirely unclear. 
 

The response 
demonstrates 
some coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
logically grouped 
ideas, making the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas usually 
discernible but not 
obvious. 

The response 
demonstrates a 
great deal of 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical progression 
of ideas, making it 
fairly easy to 
follow the writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion and 
includes a strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical, well-
executed 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
easy to follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 

Writing: 
clarity of 
language 
 
 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response has a 
style that has 
limited or impaired 
effectiveness, with 
limited or highly 
deficient 
awareness of the 
norms of the 
discipline.  The 
response includes 
limited if any 
descriptions, 
sensory details, 
linking or 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, or domain-
specific 
vocabulary. 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains a mostly 
effective style, 
while attending to 
the norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses 
some precise 
language, 
including 
descriptive words 
and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone and/or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, 
while attending to 
the norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses 
mostly precise 
language, 
including 
descriptive words 
and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, and/or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, 
while attending to 
the norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses 
precise language 
consistently, 
including 
descriptive words 
and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, and/or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 



Writing: 
knowledge 
of language 
and 
conventions 
 
 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 
demonstrates little 
or no command of 
the conventions of 
standard English. 
There are frequent 
and varied errors 
in grammar and 
usage, 
demonstrating 
little or no control 
over language. 
There are frequent 
distracting errors 
in grammar and 
usage that often 
impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates 
limited command 
of the conventions 
of standard 
English. There are 
multiple errors in 
grammar and 
usage 
demonstrating 
minimal control 
over language. 
There are multiple 
distracting errors 
in grammar and 
usage that 
sometimes impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates a 
generally 
consistent 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English. 
There are a few 
patterns of errors 
in grammar and 
usage that may 
infrequently 
impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
consistent with 
effectively edited 
writing. Though 
there may be a few 
minor errors in 
grammar and 
usage, meaning is 
clear throughout 
the response. 

 


